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HIFF’S 11" ANNUAL SPRING SHOWCASE PRESENTS THE LATEST IN AWARD-
WINNING, INTERNATIONAL CINEMA WITH OSCAR® NOMINEES AND
SUNDANCE HITS

HONOLULU - The Hawaii International Film Festival's (HIFF) wildly popular SPRING
SHOWCASE, now in its 11th year, returns for its latest edition, April 18 - 24 at the
Regal Dole Cannery Stadium 18. "As many of our audiences know, the spring
showcase had very humble beginnings when it was started 11 years ago, as a means
to present new international and independent cinema during HIFF's off-season,”
explains Chuck Boller, HIFF's Executive Director. "Well, it's grown quite a bit, with this
year's showcase consisting of over 20 new features. We are proud to continue our
mission in presenting a film-going alternative for our enthusiastic film audiences. HIFF
does not have an off-season anymore. HIFF is year-round, thanks to the great
success of the HIFF Spring Showcase!"

Tickets go on sale to HIFF members on April 7 and to the general public on April 11.
Movie ticket prices are $10, $9 for students, seniors, children, military. HIFF Ohana
Members get tickets priced per membership level. Tickets are available in person at
the HIFF Box Office 680 Iwilei Road, Suite 100, Honolulu, HI 96817, Monday thru
Saturday, 11 - 6pm April 7th thru April 17th (pre-sale hours), April 18th - 24th Tickets
will be located at the Guest Services Counter inside the Regal Dole Cannery Theatre
Lobby one hour prior to the first show till the start of the last show, online at
www.hiff.org, by phone at 550-8457(TIKS), or by fax at 536-2707.

This year's SPRING SHOWCASE will present over 20 acclaimed and award-winning
films from around the world, including South Korea, Japan, Hong Kong, China,
Kazakhstan, Russia, India, Turkey, Germany, the US and many more. Listed below is
a list of confirmed titles. Official announcement of the full line-up will be released on
March 17:

Opening Night:

ALWAYS: SUNSET ON THIRD STREET 2 (Japan) - The sequel to the smash hit film
(the first film also was the Opening Night Film of the 9th HIFF Spring Showcase in
2006)! Spring, 1959... four months after the events of the first film. The Olympics in
Tokyo has officially been announced, and Japan is about to take its first step into a
period of high economic growth. Chagawa still loves Hiromi though she has left, and
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he continues living with Junnosuke. Meanwhile, Norifumi, proprietor of the Suzuki Auto
shop on Third Street, dreams of expanding the family business. Japan's best actors
populate this charming, nostalgic throwback to a more innocent time, and top-notch
production design and special effects recreate post-war Tokyo with verisimilitude.
Already a hit In Japan, like its predecessor, don't miss this special North American
premiere!

Centerpiece:

HOLLYWOOD CHINESE (USA) -- Bruce Lee and Suzie Wong - mention "Chinese in
Hollywood" and it's all about the exotic. But it's not. HOLLYWOOD CHINESE, from
award winning documentary filmmaker Arthur Dong, is a captivating revelation on a
little-known chapter of cinema: the Chinese in American feature films. From the first
Chinese American film produced in 1916, to Ang Lee's triumphant BROKEBACK
MOUNTAIN almost a century later, HOLLYWOOD CHINESE brings together a
fascinating portrait of actors, directors, writers, and iconic images to show how the
Chinese have been imagined in movies, and how filmmakers have and continue to
navigate an industry that was often ignorant about race, but at times paradoxically
receptive.

Closing Night:

MONGOL (Germany, Russia, Mongolia, Kazakhstan) -- The story recounts the early
life of Genghis Khan who was a slave before going on to conquer half the world
including Russia in 1206. Starring Japanese actor Tadanobu Asano (ICHI THE
KILLER, A TASTE OF TEA) as the titular and iconic Khan, and directed by Sergei
Bodrov (NOMAD, BEAR's KISS), this epic adventure should only be seen on the big
screen. Nominated for Best Foreign Language Film at this year's Academy Awards.

Spring Showcase Highlights:

YOUNG@HEART (UK) -- Prepare to be entertained by the inspiring individuals of the
YOUNG@HEART, a New England senior citizens chorus that has delighted audiences
worldwide with their covers of songs by everyone from The Clash to Coldplay. As
Stephen Walker's documentary begins, the retirees, led by their strict musical director,
are rehearsing their new show, struggling with a discordant Sonic Youth number and
giving new meaning to James Brown's "l Feel Good." What ultimately emerges is a
funny and unexpectedly moving testament to friendship, creative inspiration, and
reaching beyond expectations.

JODHA AKBAR (India) -- Political success knew no bounds for Emperor Akbar (Hrithik
Roshan). After having secured the Hindu Kush, he furthered his realm by conquest
until his empire extended from Afghanistan to the Bay of Bengal, and from the
Himalayas to the Godavari River. Through a shrewd blend of diplomacy, intimidation
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and brute force, Akbar won the allegiance of the Rajputs. But little did Akbar know that
when he married Jodhaa (newly married Aishwarya Rai-Bachchan), a fiery Rajput
princess, in order to further strengthen his relations with the Rajputs, he would in turn
be embarking upon a new journey - the journey of true love.

The daughter of King Bharmal of Amer, Jodhaa resented being reduced to a mere
political pawn in this marriage of alliance, and Akbar's biggest challenge now did not
merely lie in winning battles, but in winning the love of Jodhaa - a love hidden deep
below resentment and extreme prejudice. Jodhaa-Akbar is their untold love story.

OM SHANTI OM (India) - Generating the biggest worldwide box office opening for a
Bollywood film, OM SHANTI OM, or OSO as its legions of fans refer it as, the film is an
homage to Bollywood musicals of the 1970s. Indian superstar Sha Rukh Khan stars as
Om, a junior artist whose one true love is the cinematic goddess Shanti Priya (Deepika
Padukone), and they begin a love affair. But, cosmic forces run against them and fate
separates them forever. Thirty years later, Om is reincarnated and becomes a
superstar himself. He soon feels pangs of his former life and begins production on a
big budget spectacle called OM SHANTI OM, which may or may not be an homage to
his one true love. A celebration of Bollywood films of yore, dashed in with
reincarnation, and the tethered link of star-crossed lovers, OSO will leave you
laughing, crying and cheering in the theater.

THE TRACEY FRAGMENTS (Canada) -- 15-year-old Tracey Berkowitz (JUNO'S Ellen
Page) is naked under a shower curtain at the back of a bus, looking for her little
brother Sonny, who thinks he's a dog. Tracey's journey leads us into the dark
underbelly of the city, her home and the brutality of high school. Tracey's stories begin
to intertwine truth with lies, and hope with despair as we move closer to the truth of
Sonny's disappearance. Released in Canada during the same time as JUNO, this
experimental look at teen angst showcases young Ellen Page's talents as the
forerunning actor of her generation.

ROMULUS, MY FATHER (Australia) -- It tells the story of Romulus (Eric Bana), his
beautiful wife, Christina (Famke Potente), and their struggle in the face of great
adversity to bring up their son, Raimond. It is a story of impossible love that ultimately
celebrates the unbreakable bond between father and son. The film marks the
directorial debut for Australian actor Richard Roxburgh and was commended in the
Australian Film Critics Association 2007 Film Awards.

MISTER FOE (Scotland) -- Jamie Bell is Hallam Foe, a troubled young man whose
knack for voyeurism paradoxically reveals his darkest fears, and his most peculiar
desires. Driven to expose the true cause of his mother's death, he instead finds
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himself searching the rooftops of the city of Edinburgh for love. Featuring a lively
soundtrack with Franz Ferdinand, Sons and Daughters and Orange Juice among
others, MISTER FOE is a darkly twisted, entertaining work of magical realism from one
of the leading lights of the new Scottish cinema.

HONEYDRIPPER (USA) -- Iconoclastic filmmaker John Sayles, in his 16th feature
film, continues his extraordinary examination of the complexities and shifting identities
of American sub-cultures in the new film HONEYDRIPPER. With his usual understated
intelligence, Sayles uses the rhythms of the citizens of Harmony, Alabama to immerse
the audience into the world of the Jim Crow south. It's a fable about the birth of rock n'
roll-a quintessentially American subject, but with a fidelity to time and temperament
that is unusual in an American director.

THE ASSEMBLY (China) -- The Chinese SAVING PRIVATE RYAN! The year 1948
witnessed the launching of the Huaihai Campaign during the Chinese Civil War. In one
of Chinese history's deadliest battles, thousands from the People's Liberation Army
(PLA) and the Nationalist Army (KMT) fell in the battle that took place between Xuzhou
and Bengdu. It was amid this bloody fight that Captain Guzidi led the Ninth Company
infantry unit on a sniper mission. The company is ordered to fight until they hear the
assembly call. Years later, a survivor of this deadly battle starts searching for the
remains of his fallen comrades and attempt to recognize them as national heroes. The
film is inspired by short story "The Law Suit" (literal title), which was written by Yang
Jinyuan, based on a true story. From director Feng Xiaogang (THE BANQUET, A
WORLD WITHOUT THIEVES).

AMERICAN TEEN (USA) - Coming off major buzz from its world premiere at
Sundance, AMERICAN TEEN intimately captures the lives of four teenagers in one
small town in central Indiana through their senior year of high school. Through cinema
verite footage, interviews, and animation, AMERICAN TEEN presents a candid portrait
of being seventeen--the insecurity, the cliques, the jealousies, the first loves and
heartbreaks, the experimentation with sex and alcohol, the parental pressures, and the
struggle to make profound decisions about the future. Filming daily for ten months,
filmmaker Nanette Burstein (winner of the Documentary Directors Prize at Sundance)
developed a remarkably close rapport with her subjects. The result is a film that goes
beyond the enduring stereotypes of high school - the nerd and the jock, the
homecoming queen and the arty misfit - to render complex young people trying to find
their way into adulthood.

FESTIVAL INFORMATION
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In its 11th year, the SPRING SHOWCASE was created to continue the mission of the
Hawaii International Film Festival (HIFF) year-round.

Filled with insight and discovery, HIFF is dedicated to advancing understanding and
cultural exchange among the peoples of Asia, the Pacific and North America since
1981. Each year, more than 70,000 attendees throughout Hawaii viscerally experience
the sounds and images of filmmaking from around the world. This cultural exchange of
ideas, presented through the powerful medium of film, raises the awareness of our
similarities and differences alike. HIFF is the premiere international film event in the
Pacific and has won the praise of governments, flmmakers, scholars, educators,
programmers and film industry leaders throughout the world. It is also the primary
source for the discovery and exhibition of Asian and Pacific feature films,
documentaries and videos in the nation. The festival has premiered such movies as
THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY, TAXI TO THE DARKSIDE, AUGUST
RUSH, BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN, CROUCHING TIGER HIDDEN DRAGON, ONCE
WERE WARRIORS, THE PIANO, SHINE, SHALL WE DANCE, Y TU MAMA
TAMBIEN, VOLVER, BABEL, THE HOST, JOINT SECURITY AREA and TWILIGHT
SAMURAL.

The 2008 Louis Vuitton Hawaii International Film Festival will be held statewide from
October 9 to October 19. More than 150 feature films, documentaries, shorts and
animations, representing countries from around the world will be showcased. Tickets
and program guides are available to the public in late September.
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